CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held 
On Thursday 9 February 2023


Present: - Stephen Roberts (Chairman), Kate Homan, Paul Archer, Robert Foster, Polly Fenwick, Kat Jones, Henry Batchelor - County Councillor, Geoff Harvey -District Councillor
Edith Osborn - Clerk 
	Caroline Revitt
	
1 Apologies:  
There were apologies from Giles Dobson.
A quorum was present. 

2 Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 November 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2022 were reviewed. 
The Chairman referred to the email conversation regarding the verge cutting and if any changes were to be made to the map highlighting which verges are to be cut. It was agreed that no changes would be made this season.

Geoff Harvey arrived.

The Clerk referred to the War Memorial cleaning and advised she had brought some documents to the meeting; Maintenance of War Memorials from English Heritage, a booklet of War Memorials from SCDC and the listing document in 2015 for the War Memorial for councillors to view. Cleaning of the War Memorial is not required until 2024.
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2022 were approved. 

3 Declarations of Interest
No councillor had any new interests to declare. 

4 Administration
4.1 Co-option of councillor
The Chairman welcomed Kat Jones who had offered to stand as a councillor. Stephen Roberts proposed that she be appointed to the Council and Robert Foster seconded the proposal.
4.2 Chairman/Vice-Chair from May 2023
The Chairman confirmed that he would be stepping down from the council at the May meeting and fortunately other people in the village had offered to stand as Chair and Vice-Chair. Kate Homan had agreed to stand as Chair provided a Vice-Chair was also appointed. Polly Fenwick agreed to stand as Vice-Chair.
4.3 Risk assessment
The draft Risk Assessment was reviewed.  
Stephen Roberts proposed that the Risk assessment be approved and Robert Foster seconded the proposal.
4.4 Internal Control Review 2023
The papers were reviewed. 
Paul Archer proposed that the Internal Control Review for 2023 be approved and Kate Homan seconded the proposal.
4.5 Parish Council website
The Chairman confirmed that he would circulate the new website to the villagers and thereafter have the website address added to Village Voice. The News section could be updated with events in Carlton for the Coronation. Training was available for all councillors to be able to update the website with news.

Henry Batchelor arrived.

4.6 Distribution of information to residents via email
To be discussed at the next meeting.

5 Finance 
5.1 Payments proposed for authorisation were:	
				  
		5.1.1 St Peter’s Church					£    191.55
		5.1.2 Clerk’s salary					£ 1,781.52


Robert Foster proposed that the above payments be approved and  Stephen Roberts
seconded the proposal.

5.2 Receipts, payments and reconciliation as at 31 January 2023
Paul Archer advised that some of the combined parishes’ speed indicator devices do not function and the data cannot be downloaded. The other parishes in the group, six of them, are considering spending money on investigating the reasons why the devices do not work which may impact our budget.
Polly Fenwick proposed that the accounts as at 31 January 2023 be approved and Paul Archer seconded the proposal.
	
6 Planning.
6.1 22/03497/OUT land to south of Willingham Green – erection of 1 no. dwelling
This application has been rejected as the land does not fall within the village framework, so deemed unsustainable to obtain planning permission on that site.
6.2 22/05074/HFUL Walnut Trees – Single storey side extension
This application has been approved.

7	Environmental 
7.1 LHI application
Henry Batchelor advised that the Panel list has been split into two and straightforward bids do not go to Panel, only complex bids.
The relaxation of speed limits is considered on a case by case basis now rather than on policy.
Stephen Roberts reported that it had been brought to his attention that the speed limit sign in Acre Road is in the wrong place and should be placed further down the hill so that the farm is included. The section of road beyond the farm and down to Sipsey Bridge had not been specified on the LHI application to be a speed limit of 40mph. However, he had asked Highways to assess the road and advise on a speed commensurate with the nature of the road ie single track with passing places as well as a high usage by agricultural vehicles.
7.2 Road surface flooding issues
The Chairman thanked Henry Batchelor for his input on the flooding issues. Work had taken place where the flood was between Carlton and Brinkley but it had not helped. He was due to meet Bradley Southwell, Highways Officer, on 11 February 2023 to show him the sites of the two recent flooding issues.
7.3 Footpaths/Road surfaces/drains/gulleys
Work had taken place this week in Acre Road, the gulleys had been dug out and potholes filled. All councillors can report potholes. A request was made for a sign in Willingham Green to say ‘Slow – children’. The Chairman will show Mr Southwell the section of road. The worn out white lines at the junction in Willingham Green can be reported via the council portal.
The bend on Brinkley Road was discussed and how narrow it is travelling past Kingsfield Cottage. It was decided that the Chairman would write to the owners and request that they cut back the hedge.



7.4 Climate Change issues
The Chairman advised that he had been doing maintenance on the Byroad. He had had positive feedback on the road planings which were laid last year. Further planings to be considered for future years to finish off the Byroad.
No one on the council has been appointed Footpaths Officer.
Josephine Roberts has been checking the saplings replaced on the Byroad. 9 birch saplings have been planted near Mary Maitland’s paddock.
She has also been litter picking across all three areas of the village.
Henry Batchelor thanked the council for prioritising the GCP consultation, there had been many responses. Feedback is not expected until the middle of the year.

Kate Homan left the meeting.

7.5 Village Emblem
It was noted that Kay Leeves would provide one print of the buttercup.

8 District Councillor’s report
Geoff Harvey commented as follows:
Housing Needs Review
The anticipated number of jobs in the South Cambs Local Plan had already been achieved and was at the 2030 level already but there is a lack of water to support further house building. It was noted that the Environment Agency has stopped development in the south west as phosphate levels are too high.
Two new reservoirs in the north of the county are being planned. Other options are to tunnel water from Lincolnshire or piping water from Grafham Water.
He reported that sewage treatment plants have not been upgraded.
He also referred to a £5k grant for EV charging points which SCDC is offering if parish councils provide 50% funding.
Business rates will be increasing as required by central Government.
Council tax will be increased by 5%.
SCDC is requesting £5 tax.
£12 p.a. is also being added to support bus services.

      9	County Councillor’s report
Henry Batchelor commented as follows:
Houses at Six Mile Bottom
He thought it unlikely that this development would be re-visited as it covers East and South Cambs, however, the site at Four Wentways for 5k houses may be re-visited.
Each department in the council has its own budget, the majority of the council tax is spent on adult social care followed by Highways.

10 General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting (formerly AOB)

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 11 May 2023 at 7.30pm. 
	 
The Meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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