        CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
On Thursday 11 May 2023


Present: 	Stephen Roberts, Kate Homan, Giles Dobson, Robert Foster, Paul Archer, Nicki Whetstone
Edith Osborn as Clerk, County Councillor – Henry Batchelor
Members of the Public:  Josephine Roberts

1	Apologies
Apologies were received from Polly Fenwick, Kat Jones and Geoff Harvey.                                                                                   

2	Declarations of Interest
There were no new Declarations of Interest.

3	Administration
3.1     Election of Chairman
The Chairman noted that he had stood as Chairman for twelve years and he was now standing down.
Kate Homan was proposed as Chair by Giles Dobson and this was seconded by Paul Archer. It was resolved that Kate Homan be Chair until the next Annual Meeting.
3.2    Election of Vice-Chairman
Polly Fenwick had agreed to stand as Vice-Chair and she was proposed by Giles Dobson and seconded by Robert Foster.
3.3 Confirmation of Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer
Edith Osborn was proposed as the Responsible Financial Officer by Kate Homan and seconded by Paul Archer. It was resolved that Edith Osborn be the Responsible Financial Officer until the next Annual Meeting. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her hard work in the past year.
3.4   Co-option of councillor
Nicki Whetstone arrived after item 5 on the Agenda. At that point in the meeting, she was proposed as a new councillor by Kate Homan and this was seconded by Paul Archer.
3.5   Parish Council website
In the absence of Polly Fenwick, the Clerk reminded councillors that training on how to use the website was available and would be useful for adding village news to the website.
3.6   Village Voice contribution
The Clerk advised councillors that she had received a letter from Trish Bull regarding contributions from the other villages to the cost of printing the Village Voice and noted that Village Voice had been left a legacy in a will this year. After some discussion, Kate Homan proposed that the contribution from Carlton should remain as £100 and this was seconded by Giles Dobson.
   
4	Minutes of Meeting held 9 February 2023 and matters arising
The acceptance of the minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2023 was proposed by Robert Foster and seconded by Paul Archer.

5 	Finance
5.1   The following payments were reviewed:
 				 
		5.1.1   Marilyn Field chq 408				£    25.00
		5.1.2   Stephen Roberts chq 409				£    85.50
		5.1.3   CAPALC chq 410				£  217.60
		5.1.4   CGM chq 411					£  180.00
		5.1.5   The Community Heartbeat Trust chq 412		£  120.00			
		5.1.6   J Dockerill chq 413				£    40.00
		

Giles Dobson proposed that the payments be approved and Paul Archer seconded the proposal.



     	5.2   Receipts, payments and bank reconciliation.  Year end 2022/2023 as attached.
The Clerk advised that the receipts and payments made this year were similar to the previous year. Kate Homan proposed that the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023 be accepted and Robert Foster seconded the proposal.
    	 5.3   Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2023.
5.3.1   Approval of the Annual Governance Statements
The Clerk advised that each section of the Annual Governance Statements was the same as last year. All the Councillors agreed unanimously on each section of the Statements. Robert Foster proposed that the Annual Governance Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023 be accepted.   Kate Homan seconded the proposal.
       5.3.2   Consideration of the Accounting Statements
The Chair reviewed the figures for the year ended 31 March 2023. 
       5.3.3   Approval of the Accounting Statements
Robert Foster proposed that the figures agreed above be entered into the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2023 and be accepted, and Kate Homan seconded the proposal.
       5.3.4   Internal audit
The internal audit had been completed and signed off on 23 April 2023.
       5.3.5   Certificate of Exemption from external audit
Robert Foster proposed that the figures agreed above be entered into the Certificate and the Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31 March 2023 be accepted, and Kate Homan seconded the proposal.
  5.4    The receipts, payments and bank reconciliation as at 30 April 2023
Kate Homan proposed that the accounts for the period to 30 April 2023 be approved and Giles Dobson seconded the motion.

6          Planning
	6.1 Willingham Green Scrapyard update
The planning application which had been approved for this site was for the construction of 4 new dwellings and had now expired. No further information was available.		

7	General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting (formerly AOB)

· Village Emblem
· Contributions to new bench 
· A1307 Parish Forum - representative required
· Wadlow Wind Farm Panel meetings – councillor to replace Kate Homan
· CPRE contribution

8	Proposed Meeting Dates

Parish Council Meeting Dates 2023/24

The Chairman proposed that future meetings be held as follows:
Thursday   3 August 2023
	Thursday   9 November 2023
	Thursday   8 February 2024
	Thursday   9 May 2024 A G M 
Thursday   9 May 2024 Parish Meeting   

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending.



The Meeting closed at 7.56pm.
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