				
CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Peters Church
On Thursday 3 August 2023

Present: - Kate Homan, Paul Archer, Polly Fenwick, Robert Foster, Giles Dobson, Kat Jones, Edith Osborn as Clerk
 
Some parishioners.

	A quorum was established.
	
1 Apologies:  Nicki Whetstone, Henry Batchelor - County Councillor
 
2 Minutes of Meeting held on 11 May 2023. 
Giles Dobson proposed that the minutes of the last meeting be approved and this was seconded by Paul Archer.

3 Declarations of Interest
There were no new Declarations of Interest.

4 Administration
4.1 Village website
It was noted that the annual cost of maintaining the website will be increasing from £150 to £225. It was agreed that customer service was good value and very attentive. The Chair noted that the village circulation list could be added to the website. The capacity of stackmail is 100 and the current list totals 98. The publication of information could be further improved for a one off cost of £100, posts from the website could then be automated.  The news section is currently empty. Emails need to be in csv format.

Robert Foster and Kat Jones arrived.

It was agreed that the news section was necessary on the website. It was also agreed not to spend £100 on the automated software. All councillors are to log into the website and create a new email address connected to the website.
4.2 CPRE membership
As noted previously CPRE had requested an increase in the membership price. After discussion it was decided to not continue this membership. Kat Jones proposed lapsing the membership and Giles Dobson seconded the motion.
4.3 Speed indicator devices
Paul Archer advised that there continued to be difficulties in downloading the data from the machines. With the current people in each village managing the devices, these difficulties can be overcome but when there is a change of residents looking after the devices the problem could arise again. Some of the other parishes have applied through LHI to purchase further devices which are more advanced and can be used to support speeding convictions.
4.4 New village bench
Josephine Roberts advised that £51 remained from the money collected to purchase the bench and she had requested suggestions on how to use this balance. It was suggested that two further benches would be appreciated and the money could be applied for via a Wadlow Wind Farm grant or a Community Chest grant. It was agreed that Polly Fenwick and Josephine Roberts would investigate those options.
4.5 A1307 Parish Forum representative
It was agreed that it was a useful forum which included wider issues. The next meeting is to be held in Hildersham, Paul Archer is to attend.

4.6 Wadlow Wind Farm Panel representative
It was agreed that whoever was available would attend meetings.

5 Finance 
5.1 Payments proposed for authorisation were:
		5.1.1   Village Voice chq 414					£    100.00		5.1.2   Community Heartbeat Trust chq 415     	        	             £      68.34 
5.1.3   Business Services at CAS chq 416			£    252.14
5.1.4   J Roberts chq 417					£    259.00
5.1.5   CGM chq 418						£    180.00
5.1.6   Edith Osborn   						£      30.20
5.1.7   SLCC							£      73.00

The Payments proposed for approval were proposed by Kate Homan and seconded by Paul Archer.

5.2 Receipts, payments and reconciliation as at 30 June 2023.
The receipts, payments and reconciliation as at 30 June 2023 were proposed for acceptance by Kate Homan and seconded by Robert Foster.

6 Planning.
6.1 23/02260/LBC The Old Rectory – construction of a swimming pool
Polly Fenwick left the room.
After discussion of the application, it was agreed by all that there were no objections.

7 Environment
7.1 LHI bid
The application to reduce the speed limit through Carlton  to 30mph was approved by SCDC who had proposed a contribution from the village of £8k. Exact costings were not yet available but would be firmed up once the design is agreed.
7.2 Flooding on Brinkley Road
The Chair had spoken to Highways regarding the flooding. A meeting with their contractor is still outstanding. Both this issue and the flooding in Willingham Green are being reviewed by the County Council.
7.3 Footpaths and Road surfaces/gulleys
The Chair noted that to keep the Millenium Footpath weed free in the absence of using weed killer, she and three other villagers had carried out some weeding of the path. She agreed to message the village residents to request helpers to keep the path weeded.
The byroad is becoming overgrown, Josephine Roberts had cleared some brambles which she could reach. It was agreed that Charlie Fenwick would be requested to clear the growth with his tractor.
7.4 Climate Change issues 
It was unknown what stage the GCP consultation had reached. It was noted that there was further development in Cambridge. 
7.5 Grass cutting contract
The cutting rota is not being adhered to by CGM and ideally the verges need cutting in April, early June, August and October. The Clerk agreed to obtain quotes for next season.
 7.6 Village emblem
Robert Foster had prepared a picture of the buttercup which he showed to the councillors and could be used if required on the website.



     



8 District Councillor’s report
No report was available.
9      County Councillor’s report
No report was available.

10 General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting
Items to be discussed at the next meeting:
· The management of the defibrillator
· Broadband Champion
· Formal launch of the website
· Electricity transformer to be upgraded


The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 9 November 2023 at 8pm.

The Meeting closed at 9.58pm.
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