				
CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Peters Church
On Thursday 19 October 2023

Present: - Kate Homan, Paul Archer, Kat Jones, Nicki Whetstone, Edith Osborn as Clerk
 
Some parishioners.

	A quorum was established.
	
1 Apologies: Robert Foster, Giles Dobson, Polly Fenwick, Henry Batchelor - County Councillor, Geoff Harvey – District Councillor
 
2 Declarations of Interest
There were no new Declarations of Interest.

3 Planning applications
22/03497/OUT Outline application for the erection of 1 no. dwelling with access
Land south of Willingham Green Road

23/02932/OUT Outline planning permission for the change of use from former Gowings Yard to residential use comprising of demolition of existing outbuildings and construction of 4no. new buildings with some matters reserved except for access
Land south of Willingham Green Road
The Chair advised that the meeting was called to discuss two planning applications in relation to the scrapyard in Willingham Green. She also advised that she had obtained an extension of time for responses until 27 October 2023 at midday.
The Planning department were still awaiting submission of an ecology report by the applicant.
The planning application for one house had been refused last year and had now gone to Appeal. The application for four houses has some reserved matters. The Planner had advised that earlier applications for one house had been refused as there would be a risk that the back of the site could still be developed. The planners had asked for a further plan for the application for 4 houses to show the actual boundaries of the site rather than the plan which had been submitted showing the site divided into a red area and a blue area.
The Chair noted and referred to Standing Orders 23, 54 and 56.
Paul Archer proposed that these standing orders be adhered to at this meeting and Kat Jones seconded the proposal.

The Chair then allowed members of the public to ask questions and make comments.
Q- It was noted that there were two owners of the site. The land had been split and one plot had been sold in November 2022. The border between the plots was not defined. Did Mr Garrod still own any of the land?
Q – It is a brownfield site but there are less documents relating to the decontamination of the site than submitted with previous applications. Test Reports were submitted and checked at the time the previous application for 4 houses was submitted
Q – From the plans, access could be down the drive at the side of the single dwelling.
It was noted that the land had been an orchard prior to the scrapyard business.
Q – The owners of other plots of land sold off recently in Willingham Green could at some point apply for planning for housing. Could a compulsory purchase order to buy the land and use as a community asset be available?
Q – There is support for some housing on the scrapyard land

Q – There is no requirement for housing in this area in the Local Plan
Q – Some residents would prefer that the land was returned to being an orchard
Q - Would 2 houses on the land be acceptable?
Q – Would Linton Village College accept children living in the new houses as currently there is a waiting list for the school
Q – What about the poor water pressure?
Q - Some residents mentioned the potential loss of the footpath at the back of the site and the views
Q – An amenity space Bill is progressing through Parliament which may help. The scrapyard land is the last space in Willingham Green which could be used for the community. Would any funding be available?
Q – There is the risk of further development on the site
Q - The density of the housing on the plot is too high and needs to be considered. The houses are set too close to each other.
Q – The outline planning applications have 4 drives off the main road at this stage
Q – Noted the overlapping of boundaries between the two sites
Q - The access down to the shed, which could be upgraded to a house in the future, would allow access to the back of the site

The Chair advised that she had spoken to Geoff Harvey at SCDC and the parish council can request that the applications are reviewed by the Planning Committee.
The Chair asked councillors whether they could vote on this planning application, to support or make no recommendation.

It was agreed that a vote could not be taken at this time.
It was agreed that the proposal for housing was too dense and that the application would be recommended to be reviewed at Committee.

The Chair thanked everyone for attending.

The Meeting closed at 8.55pm
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